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JOBS — MANUFACTURING 
Statement 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.21 pm]: I did not get a chance 
this morning to speak on Hon Pierre Yang’s motion. It is a very good and important motion so I want to make 
a very brief contribution. The motion acknowledges this government’s work to create manufacturing jobs in 
Western Australia but importantly it does something more: it encourages the federal government to work with the 
Western Australian government to create more manufacturing jobs. 

The global coronavirus pandemic has had a dramatic and widespread impact, not the least is the health impact and 
the absolutely dreadful loss of life and ongoing physical and mental health impacts on many people. The health 
impacts alone are horrendous, and the economic impact around the world and nationally is still being calculated. The 
immediate impact on people is very hard and very real. Many people have lost their jobs or had their hours reduced. 
People who feel lucky to still have a job are worried about how secure that job is. The manufacturing sector has 
been hit particularly hard with job losses and that follows years of decline in the sector nationally. On top of that, 
this pandemic and its subsequent disruption of global supply chains has served as a wake-up call for the federal 
government. Prior to the pandemic, the federal government had single-handedly overseen the decimation of the 
Australian vehicle-building industry, the general decline in the manufacturing base nationally and the steepest 
decline in the number of trainees and apprentices in decades. Trainees and apprentices develop skills and knowledge 
that allows our manufacturing industry to not only operate, but also grow and prosper. Australia has the smallest 
share of manufacturing jobs in total employment of any Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 
country, and that is shameful. If that alone is not addressed, our vulnerability as a nation to future supply chain 
disruptions will only continue. That is why it is important. Just as importantly, in the longer term, we need to look to 
manufacturing to help the Australian economy recover. That is why the honourable member’s motion is important. 

Before the pandemic hit, the Western Australian government had worked systematically to grow the manufacturing 
sector in WA. I am particularly pleased with a number of investments, but, for the sake of time, I will highlight 
just a couple. They include awarding contracts to manufacture new firefighting equipment and emergency service 
vehicles right here in WA; the regional economic development grants that had a focus on manufacturing, such as 
the Bruce Rock Engineering workshop, which is just great; and the $1.6 billion for nearly 250 railcars to be built 
right here in WA. That is just magnificent and will save the railcar manufacturing industry. Those are all investments 
that were made prior to the pandemic that I am particularly proud of. In addition, last year, TAFE fees for priority courses 
were halved, which allowed young people to once again get a trade and allowed older workers to retrain, in part, in the 
manufacturing industry. That, of course, was in the face of the increase in TAFE fees made by the previous government 
of up to 500 per cent in some cases. That was a significant investment. The government also put in place the 
Western Australian Jobs Act, which, importantly, introduced a mandated boost for local content in all major government 
projects. Those things provided an increase to the manufacturing base in Western Australia prior to the pandemic hitting. 

Responses to the pandemic by our government have been very welcome and very targeted in order to support our 
industries, including our manufacturing industries. They include supporting more than 3 000 apprentices and trainees 
who have been significantly affected by the economic impacts of COVID-19, covering training costs, scrapping fees 
for more than 3 000 apprentices who have been displaced, and providing a $24.5 million support package through 
the Building and Construction Industry Training Fund to assist the building and construction industry maintain 
apprentices. They are some large commitments, but a really important initiative has been the introduction of the 
apprentice office helpline, which is a telephone line that apprentices can call for free information and support, and 
employers can call to get information about how to retain apprentices and trainees and navigate the available federal 
government and state government financial support. That all happened as an immediate response to COVID-19, 
but there is even more to do in the recovery stage, and the federal government must be an active partner in all that. 

The first thing the government should do to assist the manufacturing industry is make a decision on full-cycle 
docking, a decision it was due to have made last year before the virus hit. Imagine if the federal government had 
made a positive decision to award that to Western Australia before the virus hit. The evidence about full-cycle 
docking in Western Australia is clear. Western Australia has a highly skilled workforce and the Australian Marine 
Complex is a world-class centre for excellence. The federal government could also immediately improve its local 
content policy, and similar to what we have done in Western Australia, mandate local content to assist with local 
manufacturing. The federal government could also look at ways to fast-track projects that grow our manufacturing 
sector and address gaps in supply chains that lead to longer term sustainability of the sector. There is a lot of repair 
work to do, and economic recovery plans need to include long-term growth of the manufacturing sector to 
guarantee us all a positive future. 
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